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explanation. The difficulty of using the descriptions in the text — 
and often on another page — is irritating as well as baffling to the 
reader. 

On the whole Mr. Williams is to be heartily congratulated on a 
piece of work which opens up new possibilities in the intensive 
study of localities, and proves that monographic work of this kind 
is to be of prime importance to. sociology. 

George E. Vincent 



Life and Death: A Study in Biology. By Dr. E. Teichmann. 

Translated by A. M. Simons. Chicago: Charles H. Kerr 

Co., 1906. Pp. 158. 
This small volume in the "Library of Science for Workers" 
is a clear and interesting account of the most fundamental 
life-phenomena, and represents what may be called the "miss- 
ing link" in the modern system of education. It is an at- 
tempt to bring the results of scientific pursuit to the popu- 
lar mind in a generalized form. Huxley did it successfully, 
and the magazines are doing the same thing. But in general 
the scientist is so intensively engaged that he will not present his 
findings in a generalized form, and they leak out as best they may. 
In the industrial pursuits, where money is involved, there is a class 
of specialists engaged in carrying scientific results over into prac- 
tice. But the social interests are not so well served, and in conse- 
quence there is a sharp break between consciousness of the world at 
large and the consciousness of the scientific world. We are glad to 
welcome a book which makes intelligence more general and 
consciousness more homogeneous. 

W. I. Thomas 



Efficiency and Relief. By E. T. Devine. New York: The 
Macmillan Co., 1906. Pp. 45. 
The subtitle of this lecture, with which Dr. Devine began his 
work as Schiff professor of social economy in Columbia University, 
expresses the firm and clear conception of the scholar in practical 
life, "a programme of social work." The mere "practical man" 
has no principles and no programme, and the mere "theorist" 
has a scheme which has no relation to reality. In this volume a 
part of the problem of philanthropy is stated, to increase industrial 



